Biosynthesis of phenolic glycolipids in M. microti.
Mycobacterium microti readily incorporates radioactive propionate into phenolic glycolipids and phthiocerol dimycocerosates. This process is inhibited by 2- and 3-fluoropropionic acids at concentrations which do not affect overall growth. Incorporation is also inhibited by N-(phosphonomethyl) glycine, an inhibitor of the synthesis of aromatic units, but only at high concentrations which also inhibit bacterial growth.